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SOON AFTER COMING INTO OFFICE LAST DECEMBER, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA REQUESTED THE ASSISTANCE OF THE 
U.N. CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (THE COMMISSION'S PERMANENT 
SECRETARIAT! TO LOOK INTO THE MANY CASES OF MISSING 
PERSONS. ACCORDING TO A U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS SPOKESMAN, 

THE CENTER HAS HANDED OVER TO ARGENTINA MANY OF ITS. FILES 
ON DISAPPEARED PERSONS, AND THE NAMES OF 2, SOS 
CONFIRMED CASES OF PEOPLE 'WHO DISAPPEARED IN A POLITICAL 
SENSE* SINCE 1980. 


DURING A RECENT STOPOVER IN GENEVA, THE U. S. ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HUMssN RIGHTS AND HUMAN I TARI*N 
AFFAIRS, ELLIOTT ABRAMS, SAID THAT THE ARRIVAL OT 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA WAS A ’TREMENDOUS 
GAIN* FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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GENEVA— DEMOCRATIC ARGENTINA WILL SPEAK OUT IN DEFENSE OF 
PEOPLES' RIGHTS EVERfUHERE, THE ARGENTINIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER, DANTE CAPUTO, TOLD THE UNITED NATIONS 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS HERE FEBRUARY 27. 


HE NOTED THAT THE CASE OF ARGENTINA UAS MOT AN ISOLATED 
ONE. “DEMOCRACY HAS BEEN DOING PRETTY WELL OVER THI LAST 
FIVE YEARS IN SOUTH AMERICA,’ AND THIS HAS BEEN "TOO 
LITTLE NOTICED* BY THE REST OF THE WORLD. 

‘EVERYBODY KNOWS ABOUT ARGENTINA,’ ABRAMS SAID, ’BUT 
ARGENTINA WAS PRECEDED BY PERU, COLOMBIA, AMO 
ECUADOR, AND IT WILL BE FOLLOWED WITH ANY LUCK BY 6FA2IL 
AND URUGUAY.* 

END WILSON 


IN A MAJOR SPEECH TO THE 43-MEMBER COMMISSION, CAPUTO 
PLEDGED THAT HENCEFORTH 'THE VOICE OF ARGENTINA WILL BE 
HEARD WITHOUT DISTINCTION ANYWHERE THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE 
VIOL ATED— WHETHER IT BE IN EAST OR WEST, NORTH OR SOUTH. * 

ARGENTINA'S POSITION WILL BE ‘FREE FROM ANY CRITICAL, 
POLITICAL OR IDEOLOGICAL CONT AM I NAT ION, * IN CONTRAST TO 
THE YEARS OF MILITARY RULE UP TO THE END OF 1983 WHEN 
ARGENTINA EXPERIENCED A 'TERRIBLE WAVE OF REPRESSION,* 

HE SAID. 

‘FORTUNATELY THAT OARK NIGHT OF ARGENTINA IS NOW BEHIND 
US," CAPUTO SAIO. ‘THE UNYIELDING DEFENSE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IS THE REAL WEAPON THAT WE MUST USE TO OPPOSE 
DICTATORSHIP, AUTHORITARIANISM, OPPRESSION ANO 
TERRORISM.* 

CAPUTOPLEDGEO HIS COUNTRY'S TULL SUPPORT* TO THE WORt OF 
THE COMMISSION IN CALLING TO TASK VIOLATORS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS. 

HE ALSO CITED NEW NATIONAL LEGISLATION AIMED AT RESTORING 
PEOPLES' RIGHTS, INCLUDING GRANTING PROPER DEFENSE' 

DUR ING TRIAL ; PUNISHING ACTS OF TORTURE AND EOUATING THEM 
WITH HOMOCIOE; RIDDING THE COUNTRY OF "ALL FORMS OF 
CENSORSHIP"; AND PROTECTING PEOPLES' ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS. HE ALSO SAIO THAT MANY PEOPLE 
CURRENTLY IN PRISON WOULD BE RELEASED DUE TO THE 
ABROGRA’IOM OR LESSENING OF MANY PENALTIES, NOTABLY 
THOSE AIMED AT CURBING IDEOLOGICAL DISSENT, ANO THAT THE 
POWERS OF THE MILITARY COURTS WOULD BE REEXAMINED. 

CAPUTO RECALLED THAT A NATIONAL COMMISSION HAD BEEN 
ESTABLISHED TO LOOK INTO THE FATE OF THE THOUSANOS OF 
PERSONS WHO DISAPPEARED IN ARGENTINA DURING THE MILITARY 
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"TO RESPOND TO THE PAINFUL EXPECTATIONS OF THE RELATIVES 
OF MISSING PERSONS, AMONG THEM CHILDREN WHO HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN AWAY FROM THEIR PARENTS' CU3TO0Y," IKE COMMISSION 
"HAS BEEN PROVIDED WITH THE GREATEST POWERS OF INQUIRY' 
JNTO THE FATE OF THE DISAPPEARED." 
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